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BANQUET SPEECHES
Banquet Remarks
by Shamsher Prakash
Conference Chainnan
University of Missouri-Rolla

Reminiscence by John Lowe, III
Consultant, Yonkers, N.Y.
on
Karl Terzaghi's Home
Winchester, Massachusetts

Ladies and Gentlemen:
You have had very heavy technical activity and it is time to relax
a little bit now.

The older one gets, the more one has a
tendency to reminisce. As the oldest person on the
dais, I have a strong tendency to do so tonight.
When Mike Duncan gave the 26th Terzaghi Lecture
in Orlando in September 1992, he stated that he
believed that he was the first Terzaghi Lecturer
never to have seen Terzaghi. Since many people
here are Mike's age or younger, it might be
interesting for me to reminisce about Terzaghi's
home which I presume Mike never saw either.

I would first like to introduce to you my "better half'' (since I am
the "worst half''), Sally Prakash.
She has given me full
cooperation and support in planning and executing the Third
International Conference on Case Histories in Geotechnical
Engineering. I thought you would like to know that I have been
successful in doing whatever has been necessary for this
conference through Sally's love, grace and blessings!
We have several important senior, old and knowledgeable people
both in soil mechanics and the history of soil mechanics. I am
sure you will enjoy listening to some of their reminiscences and
anecdotes. I will invite some of these people one by one and they
will have five minutes to make their presentation and complete
their remarks.

As background, let me begin by saying that
exactly 50 years ago today I was in Cleveland,
Ohio, supervising the installation of pore water
pressure measuring cells in the deep clay formation
underlying Republic Steel's ore storage yard along
the Cuyahoga River. This is the same ore storage
yard described by Ralph Peck in his opening
address on Monday. The cells were fabricated by
Roy Carlson, who at the time was a professor in
civil engineering at M.I.T. The cells used Carlson's
resistance wire deformation measuring device to
measure the deflection of a diaphragm under pore
water pressure. I was an instructor in soil
mechanics at M.I.T. at the time, and supervised the
installation as a short term assignment for Karl
Terzaghi.

I also have great pleasure in introducing to you several very
important persons who have worked behind the scenes in helping
me put this conference together. These people are Norma
Fleming, Sue Turner, Debby Turnbull, Marian Lynch, and our
volunteers, Sanjeev Kumar, Aswath Rao, Fred Held, Ming-Hung
Chen, Yinewoei Wuu.
Please enjoy the rest of the evening.

Banquet Remarks
by Dr. R. Scott Steedman
Director, Sir Alexander Gibb
Berkshire, UK
The Third International Conference on Case Histories in
Geotechnical Engineering was another milestone in the successful
sequence of meetings in St. Louis, bringing together engineers
from all aspects of the now very diverse geotechnical profession
to learn from each other the lessons of experience.

Upon completion of the installation, I
returned to my parents' home in New York City in
time to marry Jeanne Wright on Saturday, the 19th
of June. (We will celebrate our 50th wedding
anniversary in about 2 weeks.) We had a one day
honeymoon and arrived back in the Boston area the
evening of the 20th, whereupon we took up
residence in Terzaghi's home, 3 Robinson Circle,
Winchester, Massachusetts. In explanation, Terzaghi
had to travel to Mexico in connection with Necaxa
Dam and other work. Leonardo Zeevaert had
installed the same type of Carlson pore water
pressure measuring cells for Terzaghi in Necaxa
Dam. Terzaghi and his wife Ruth, wished that
Ruth accompany him on the trip. She had a
doctor's degree in Geology and together they were
interested in visiting a volcano in Mexico which was
erupting. At that time their son, Skipper was 6-1/2
years old and their daughter, Peggy, was 2-1/2.
So, after just one day of marriage, we were blessed
with two small children. The reason that the

There were many extremely interesting papers and presentations
and it was precisely the range of subjects addressed which was so
valuable in bringing to our attention projects and ideas which could
be of significance in our own work.
The Conference was excellently organized and managed and much
credit is due to the very experienced conference staff at Rolla who
contribute so much to the friendly and welcoming atmosphere, a
constant thread running through the St. Louis Conferences.
Congratulations!
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Terzaghis were willing to trust their home and
children to u~, was not so much that I specialized
in soil mechanics, but rather that my bride was a
registered nurse who worked for the Boston Visiting
Nurse Association. This was good foresight,
because a few days after we took over, Skipper
came down with one of the childhood diseases and
required special care for a week or two.
Fortunately, the house came with a housekeeper;
also a baby sitter could be called upon. Pictures of
the children are given in Photos 1 and 2.
Terzaghi's home was located on the shore of
Lake Winchester. It had been built only a few years
earlier, and was of modern design with natural
wood siding &s evident in Photo 3. It had a great
view of the Lake. A lawn sloped gently down to a
masonry wall at the shore line from which one
could dive into the lake. The house had picture
windows on the lakeside to take advantage
of the views as may be seen from Photo 4.
Terzaghi's office was in the central part of the
second floor of the house. It was wood paneled and
had book shelves on the ·walls. After Terzaghi's
death, his wife kept the office as it was when he
used it. She continued the practice of inviting the
Harvard geotechnical students to the house each
spring and showing them Terzaghi's office. Ruth
Terzaghi was an avid gardener, and on the property
on the other side of the house from the lake, she
had a good-size vegetable garden.

Photo 1 John Lowe, III
Peggy 8c Skipper Terzaghi

In a letter dated May 5, 1988, Ruth wrote to
me: "As you know, I have continued to rattle
around in the family house where one of my
pleasures was caring for the lawn and vegetable
garden myself. I finally tumbled to the fact that
the various jobs were outstripping my capacity to
enjoy them, to say nothing about getting them done
at all. .. .. So early last year I began a search for a
smaller house with a somewhat similar view of
water ....
"Right after I found the condo, I put my
house on the market and it sold immediately, after
a feeble, unsuccessful effort of the buyer to haggle.
After I briefly enjoyed the thought of a new
youngish family enjoying the house for another half
century, the spoiled brats decided to tear it down
and start from scratch. The house has already been
demolished and trucked off to NY State because no
dump in Mass would accept the remains. .. .. Even
aside from the fact that it was my beloved house,
as a conservationist I am enraged."
I am sorry to end on the sad thought that no
one will ever be able to see Terzaghi's home again.
XC

Photo 2 Jeanne W. Lowe,
Skipper Terzaghi

Photo 3

Karl Terzaghi Home
View from Lakeside

Photo 4

Karl Terzaghi Home
View out Living Room Window

